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The ASHA/UPHA Open Gate 
Learning Center is an on-site 
study and learning center for 
young equestrians who are 
competing for a national or 
world title. 

For more information or to sign up for the 
UPHA Open Gate Learning Center 

contact: 

Debbie Murphy 
37 Five Dog Lane

Lexington, VA  24450 
540-464-3277 home
804-366-9455 cell

opengatelearningcenter@gmail.com

Debbie Murphy, B.A., M.Ed., Academic 
Coordinator  has 25+ years of classroom 

and administrative experience in both 
private and public schools. Debbie’s 
certification and training crosses all 
levels K-12.

In order to achieve their goals, 
young equestrians must travel 

long distances to top level 
competitions. The purpose of the 
UPHA Open Gate Learning 
Center is to provide academic 
support to young riders who are 
away from their local schools. 

Sponsored by:



The ASHA/UPHA Open 
Gate Learning Center 
provides the following: 

 Quiet study space
 Internet and printer

access
 Communication with

teachers about
assignments

 Help with managing
time to complete
assignments

 Log of academic
activities completed in
the center

 Academic Support

 

F or young athletes, there is no greater 
honor than winning a hard earned state, 
national or world title. To achieve such a 
title requires hard work, practice, 
perseverance and the support of family,

and friends.  

Top young equestrians have the 
opportunity to compete across the 
continental US and Canada as well as 
globally.  

The ASHA/UPHA Open Gate 
Learning Center is designed to 
help students in grades 5-12 stay 
abreast of their academic 
requirements by providing a 
structured learning environment 
during the competition. 

The Center is supervised by a 
professional teacher who can 
provide academic support for 
students. 

In addition, the Center can work 
with teachers from the student’s 
school to help guide the student’s 
academic activities while away 
from school and to monitor tests, 
if needed.   Assignments can 
also be posted, faxed or emailed 
to or from the Center to meet 
deadlines. 

Traveling for competition during the 
academic year can be stressful for all 
concerned.   Missing key lessons and 
assignments can affect a student’s 
overall academic performance, and 
their teachers must use valuable time to 
administer makeup work. 




